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Tur following Plates contain, with the eveeption of one or two picees formerly puliislied in th. 
Egyptian Monuments, from the eolleetions of the Earl of Belmore, and the hierogly;)eps of Dr. 
Young, the inseriptious traced in red and black ink on slices of ealeareous stone in the 
possession of the British Muscum. Sinsilar inseriptions in the same material lave been found 
at different times in Egypt, aud many are preserved in the Museums of Europe. ‘hose of the 
Leyden Museum have been published by Dr. Courad Leemaus, in the Mouumens Kgy pticns du 
Musée des Antiquités des Pays Bas a Leide, 23° livraison, fo. Leide, 1465, accompanied by a 
descriptive text, prepared by M. Chabas. A stone with a hieratic inseription, published by 
M. Jomard in his edition of VM. Cailliaud’s Voyage a l’oasis de Thebes, Il. Ptie. 1862, Pl. 25, 
No. 4, has also been edited aud caplained by M. Chabas in the Zeitschrift fiir igyptische Sprache 
und Alterthumskunde, -tto, Berlin, 1867, p. 37. An inscribed stone im the Louvre with hicratic 
inseription has also been published by M. Horrack, in the same Journal for the year 1861, 
Pe We Although these inseriptious do not possess the same interest and importance as the teats 
of papyri, they often record important facts aud illustrate the mythology, history, seicuce, and 
literature of Egypt. They have suffered more from the influence of time than incised 
inseriptions ou stone or writing on papyri, which has rendered it desirable to preserve their 
contents by having them lithographed in faesimile. Considerable diffieulty has attended this 
task. The hieratic and other inscriptions traced ou the fragments of stone are exceedingly 
evanescent, and sometimes hardly visible. They are not only more difficult to read, but are 
worse written than the papyri, in the writing of which the scribes undoubtedly took greater 
care, More elaborate aud carefully written compositions were inscribed on boards prepared 
by a layer of liven cloth, over which was spread a thin coat of stucco, on which the scribe 
wrote the required inseription in a good hand. The slices of calcareous stone and fragments 
of terra cotta vessels were used in the sume manner and for the same purposes as the pugillaria 
or wax tablets of the Greeks and Romans, and the slates of the present day. The scribe 
trimmed a slice of stone of required size, tolerably even on the surface, without much regard to 
its external shape, and wrote upon it the draught or copy he desired to prepare or preserve. 
Some of these fugitive memoranda appear to have been designs for larger compositions and 
inscriptions intended to be copied or executed, and have corrections marked upon them in red 
ink, and the stops of the sentences dotted in the same colour. A few are portions of well- 
known literary compositions, versions of the texts of the select papyri, formerly published by 
the Museum. These excerpts are remarkable, as it is not possible to suppose that whole 
compositions so extcnsive as those of the papyri could have been entirely copied on so bulky 
a material, while the texts found on the stone are evidently copied from other versions. Their 
contents are miscellaneous, and consist of aceounts, letters, memoranda, observations and précis 
of events, and religious formulas. 


The greater portion belong to the period of the 18th and 19th dynasties, the most 
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flourishing time of the Egyptian monarehy and of Thebes, its southern metropolis. Some are 
dated in the reigns of monarehs of the 18th dynasty, as those of the reign of Amenophis ITT., 
and contain an account of transactions which took place in the days of that monareh. Besides 
the inscribed tablets, one with an incised hieratie inscription, dated in the reign of the same 
monarch, has been added to the series of plates. Two other hicratie inscriptions ou fragments 
of vases, ostraca, in the same kind of writing and of similar nature to those on stone, have been 
also facsimiled with the others, as they complete the hicratic inscriptions. Portions of terra 
cotta vessels, and even entire vases, were more commonly used in the days of the Roman empire, 
aud receipts for the taxes or orders for the soldiers in Greck and demotic have been found at 
Elephantine and Syene. At all periods it was the eustom to inscribe terra cotta and other 
vases with hieratic inscriptions, recording either the name of the possessor or the material the 
rase contained, but such inscriptions are distinct from those which were written on stone or 
terra cotta for the sake of the inscription itself. The facsimiles have been made by Mr. Bowler, 
the same hthographer who has executed the Cunciform inscriptions of Western Asia, published 


by the Trustees. 


PL. I. No. 5620. A fragment of calcareous stone, on which is traced, in red and black ink, 
a scene resembling those often seen on the walls of the temples. The monarch Rameses IX., 
of the 20th dynasty, advances from the distyle entrance of a temple or palace to receive the 
address of two officers of state, the first of whom is dressed in civil, aud the second in sacerdotal 
attire, each holding the feather standard or emblem of victory in the right hand. ‘The 
hieroglyphic inscription contains the name and titles of the monarch, those of the persons 
represented, and their address to the King, who is compared to the god Ra, or the Sun. 
The stone is not complete above and at the right side. The red lines round the figures 
are the corrections of the original drawing of the scribe. ‘his plate is half size of the 


original. 


PLU. No, 5621. A fragment of calcareous stoue, ou which are the prenomen and name 
of Rameses X., of the 20th dynasty, in hieroglyphics filled in, and of three different sizes, one 
remarkably large. Some other characters are scrawled on the stone. It is a fourth of the size 


of the original. 


PI. TI. Wieratic inscriptions on the reverse of the same stone. It contains the titles of 


the monarch, and the commencement of an inscription, apparently part of an address. 


v ‘ut FOE er ps 7 ae Ly c c } } 7 
PL IV. No. 5622. A fragment of calearcous stone, on whieh is traced the figure of a 
crocodile facing to the right. ‘The ten lines of hicroglyphs inscribed above it are a portion of 
the address of a deity (probahly Scbak, of whom a crocodile was the living emblem) to some 


monarch of the 19th or 20th dynasty. 


> if N, Ris > or 2 . 2 1 1 } 

PL V. No. 5623, ec. A fragment of calcareous stone, ou which is a sketch, in three 
divisions, of one of the scenes of the passage of the Sun through the hours of the Day or 
Night, with accompanying hieroglyphic inscriptions, all in outline. In the upper division is 


the bo. Ss 1 2 Vy ° rhitee 4 eo we as r } 1 
at of the Sun, in the prow of which stands a figure, apparently piercing the serpeut 
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Apoplus in the waters. In the eentral division is tw ! of the vod Ra, or the Sun 
aud in the lower one that of the solar deity Af, and the buat of another god. The hieroglyphic 
inseriptions are addresses of the deities or spirits in the different regions through which the Sun 
passes to that god. 
Another fragment (No. 5623. a.) lias part of the scene of a passage with two boats and 
texts of similar purport. : 
These two fragments were found in one of the royal tombs of the Biban-el-Molook at 


Thebes. 


Pl. VI. No. 8506. Fragment of ealeareous stone, on which is traeed a figure of the 
goddess Isis, seated, suekling llorus. The goddess sits in a shrine or bower of vines or fig-trees 
facing to the right, and wears a girdle aud pointed sandals. Tler hair is bound by a broad fillet 
or diadem, and falls in thiek masses on her head. She bends down to give her breast to the 
ehild. Beneath is the upper part of a man standing, his hair divided into four masses, 
faeing to the right, holding a mirror in the right and a ease for holding kohi or stibium in 
the left hand. In the area are the leaves of the fig or vine. This sketch has a great resemblance 
to the style of art prevalent during the reigns of the heretical monarchs who worshipped the 
solar disk, at the elose of the Lsth dynasty, and is evidently a free, if not satirieal, effort of the 


reed of a scribe. 


No, 8505. Fragment of caleareous stone, on which are sketehed two figures of Osiris, 
standing with his usual attributes, eaeh havimg au altar of viands placed before him. Under the 
first altar is a vase of libations, under the second are two vases. The name of the god, with 
that of his title Un-nefer, revealer of good, is before the first and behind the seeond figure. 


Aeross the stone is a line of hicratic, and seven other lines of the same writing on the back. 


No. 5861. Fragment of ealcarecous stone, on which arc serawled a number of ehests or 


boxes, with their covers, accompanied by hieroglyphs of numerals and other words. 


PL VII. No. 5623, b. Fragment of caleareous stone, on whieh are inscribed two lines of 
hieroglyphs imperfeet at each end. It is part of a sepulehral formula, dedieated to a deity not 


mentioned for the usual gifts of food and drink, and other benefits usually eonferred on the 


deeeased. 


No. 5642. Fragment of caleareous stone, inseribed on each side, with two perpendieular 


lines of eoarse hieratie writing, the purport of whieh is obseure. 


No. 5640. Fragment of ealcareous stone, inseribed with five lines of eoarse linear 
hieroglyphic writing of early style and charaeter, part of the eulogy of an Egyptian monarch. It 
appears divided by horizontal red Ines mto other bnes or paragraphs, as if the eopy or draught 


of an inseription either engraved or ordered to be engraved upon a temple. 


Pl. VIII. No. 5641. Fragment of ealcareous stone, with inscription in a large linear 
hieratie hand, in vertical lines in front and horizontal line at the baek. The lines in front have 
been divided by perpendieular blaek lines, whieli are seen in the text. The inscription in 


parts is mueh erased and difficult to see. It is part of an address to a god or person, possibly to 


the god Ptah. 


PL IX. No. 5638. Fragment of caleareous stone, with inscription in a eoarse hieratie 
hand, written on both sides. It is a portion of a letter ‘or address from a person uot named 
to another, similar to those of Sallier Papyrus 1. and Anastasi IIT. & LV. It enjoms the 
person addressed to attend to certain workmen, and refers to an ark or boat and other 


matters. 


PL X. No. 5623. Fragment of calearcous stone, on which, in a well-written hieratic 
hand, very faint and indistinct, is part of the commencement of the second Sallier Papyrus, 
Select Papyri, Pl. x., containing the instructions of the monarch Amenemha [., of the 12th 
dynasty, to his son, the monareh Osortesen I., given in a dream. The text of the inseribed 
stone contains the commencing paragraph Pl. x., and ends about the middle of the fourth line 
of Pl. x1, Several useful and important different readings occur in the text. Some account 
of the meaning and purport of the instructions of Amenemha I. will be found in the Cambridge 


Essays, 8vo, London, 1858, p. 269. 





This composition, both on the stone and in the Papyrus, is not older than the 19th dynasty 


Pi. XT. No. 5638, a. Fragment of calcareous stone, on which is written, in a neat hieratie 
hand, part of the seeond composition of the seeond Sallier Papyrus, entitled the instructions 
given by Sbaufsakorta to his son Pepi, when he returned from the school of literature or college 
of Silsilis. The object of this composition is to extol the profession of scribe, and the cultivation 
of learning, by a comparison of the inferiority and inconveniences of the other conditions of life. 
An account of the gencral contents of this doeument has been given by Mr. Goodwin in the 
Cambridge Essays, 1858, p. 272. The inseription on the stone commences with the paragraph 
of the seeond line, Pl. xvr. of the Select Papyri, and ends at the ninth line of Plate xvn. 
The text of the inscription contains some various readings of the Papyrus, showing that it 


has been copied from another version. 
1 


Pl. XID. No. 5625. Fragment of caleareous stone, inseribed on both sides in a small 
and neat hicratie handwriting. It is dated the 30th day of the month Choiak, of the 4th year 
of the reign of a monarch not mentioned (probably Amenophis II. or one of his successors) 
of the 18th dynasty. The subject of the writing appears to be an account of the enlarging 
and building the place or habitation of certain workpeople, and the proceedings which took 


place thereon. 


Pl. XT. No. 5627. Fragment of calearcous stone, inseribed with a composition in a 
large hieratic handwriting, very coarse and indistinct, in parts dificult to read. It appears 
to be certain instruetions addressed by an officer of the palace of Amenophis LJ. to Scbakhotep, 
a priest of the goddess Pasht or Sckhet, relative to the offerings or supplies to be given for 
the service of the deities of the tomb of Amenophis III. It also gives an account of certain 


granaries, and of the cultivation or produce of the fields. 


PL. XIV. No. 5624. Fragment of calearcous stone, inscribed with a hieratie inscription in 
a fine clear handwriting on one side, and continued in a smaller and more indistinct hand on the 
other. It has suffered much from the effects of time. The inscription is dated in the 7th year 
of the reign of Haremhbai or Torus, of the 18th dynasty. The subject relates to some 


alterations made in the tombs of the parents of the writer, by Thothmes, the governor of 


1 


the district Tt appears that the Wu): Amenophis IE, in the #onth Payno of My 21st 
year of lis reign, had granted a patteular site for the purpose, aud that a plan i the sin 
Was prepared. The latter portion is very obscene, owing to the munlaion of tha 4 iit 
appears that inquiries after the site or the misappropriation of it lad becu made alent the 


7th of the month Payni. 


PL XAYV. No. 6649. Fragment of calcareous stone. inscribed with a lacrat iiseription 
It is a list or account of objects, with the immaber tssued * for the bull” brow hit hy Ameumies, 


and those given by a person named Amenshau and his danehters. 


No. 5637. Fragment of calcareous stone, inscribed on both sides with an inseription 
in hicratic writing. It is the account of a robbery counnitted by certain workmin. Tt mentions 
amongst other incidents the coronation of a monarch named Amenoplis, probably the thad 
af that name, on the 13th of the month Epiphi. Part of another inscription, which the 


writer had commenced on the back, has been crased in ancient times. 





PLXVIL No. 5683. Fragment of caleareons stone, insertbed with a hieratic inseription, 
ina clear and neat handwriting. It is a list or inventory of things belonging to a female 
named Ubkhet, with their yalues attached to than. Other entries oceur of things given or 
belonging to the father of the writer, and a female of the Wace or district. This writing 


is in fact of the nature of a bill, account, or memorandum. 


No. 5636. Fragment of calcareous stonc, inscribed with a_hiecratie luscription, ina 
small but fairly written handwriting. It is the list and valuation of things belonging to the 
workman Amenshau. ‘To cach article meutioned is attached its number and value. This 


inscription resembles in purport that previously described. 


Pl XVU. No. 5639. Fragment of calcareous stone, on which is a hieratic inscription in a 
coarsely written handwriting. The contents are of a religious nature, similar to those of the 
chapters in the Book of the Dead or Ritual, and are full of similar ideas. They address some 
one not mentioned, giving him directions about the Aahlu or Elysian fields, directing him to 
quench his thirst in the inundation of the Nile, to procced to the ahode of hearts, to restore his 
own to its placc, and similar expressions. The writing is very faint and evanescent, rendering the 


reading of the teat douhtful or difficult in several places. 


Pl. XVII. Fragment of calearcous stone, inscribed with a hieratic inscription, written in a 
small and indistinct hand, difficult to decipher. The commencement is wanting. The subjcct is 
a statement or report from some person not mentioncd, relative to the taking or abstraction from 
the royal armoury of certain objects by the supcrintendent of the treasury and other officers. 
On the back is an inscription much mutilated, the commencement of some instructions or advice 


which the scribe has omitted to write. 


PL XIX. No, 5630. Fragment of calcareous stone, inscribed with hieratie inscription in a 
fairly written and neat handwriting. It is a portion of a Ictter or memorandum. ‘The first 
portion, the heading of which is wanting, contains an account of certain things given or issued 
to a person not named. It mentions amongst them things delivered to the police or militia, 


magaw, on the 13th of the month Payni of some year not recorded. A second paragraph, 


8 


commencing at the eighth ine, and written ma smaller and more indistinet hand, is a letter from 
a person not named, addressed to another person, relative to things done and issued to certain 
workpeople. 

No. 5635. Fragment of calcareous stone, on which is traced a hieratie inseription in a 
small and neat handwriting. It records a series of astronomical observatious made upon a 
star called the “ Star of the Waters,” apparently one of the dceans. and found mentioned in the 
astronomieal observations recorded in the tomb of Rameses IX. Lepsius, Denkmaeler Abth. 
Ill. Bl. 227 b. These stars formed a group, perhaps the Hyades or Pleiades. These 
observations extend from the Sth of the month Phamenoth to the 7th Payni of the 3rd year of 
the reign of some monarch whose uame is not mentioned, and consist of thirtcen observations, 
to each of which is attached the date and the name of the observer. Some account of this 
inscription will be found in the Zeitschrift fur igyptische Sprache und Alterthumskunde, 4to, 
Berlin, 1868, Januar., s. 11; and of the observations of stars recorded in the tomb of Rameses 


IX., in Lepsius, Einleitung, s. 109. 


PL XX. and XXI. No. 5634. Large fragment of calcareous stone, inscribed on each side 
with a hicratic inscription, written in a tolerably distinct hand, in Imes of red and black ink. 
It consists of two portions, the black lines being a list of names of persons, to which are added 
dates of the days of the months. ‘The red lines which are placed above them are observations 
made on the disposal or attendance of the persons mentioned on the different days recorded, 
such as “strong,” “ill,” omitted by the seribe, “ preparing stone for the scribe,” as if applied to 


workmen employed on some special work, an inventory of which had been preserved. 





Pe No 662 


ina neat hand, but very evanescent and difhewlt to read, the paragraphs or sentences of which 


Fragment of calcareous stone, inscribed with a hicratie inscription 


are marked with red dots. The contents are difficult to make out, owing to the indistinct state 
of the inscription, but appear to be an address to some one deceased. On the back are traces 
of an inscription in linear hieroglyphs, also much mutilated and evanescent, the purport of 
which appears to be that a certain deceased scribe may reecive certain benefits in the future state. 


ca 
The object of these mscriptions is sepulchral. 


Pl. XXITI. No. 5629. Fragment of calcarcous stone, inscribed with a hicratie inscription, 
written in a good clear hand, with the sentences separated by red stops. It is part of a 
composition, giving an account of the buildmg of a tomb or sepulchre, apparently made by the 


order of a king for one of the princes of his family. 





No. 5672. Fragment of calcareous stone, ins 





bed with a hicratic inscription, written in a 
scrawling and indistinct hand. he subject is not very clear, but appears to relate to a delivery 
of corn and other substanees made to three persons not named, and given at different dates. 
Some of these scem to have been issued to officers of the abode or palace of the heretical 


monarch Ai, of the 18th dynasty. 


Pi. XXIV. No. 5643. Fragment of pottery, part of a broken vase, inseribed with a hicratic 
inscription, written in a neat formal hand, much crased and very evanescent. It is an inventory 
or registration of objects aud substances, the quantity and value of which is attached to each 


article mentioned. ‘The beading is wanting, and the uame of the person to whom they belonged 


oy 


or by Who the HY WANORy Was Cpa ay uli wanting. ‘Towards tly chiew 4 tery 
a permon of the name of Amer liole Te dentionod 

No. 5644. Fragment of pottery (ya of we uiphora), inverted, ene! + diwali 
luseription in a neat aud well-wiitten beeweriiie: Tt is an account a jenny of een! 
things delivered by a person named Amomwiey th co workman muied Mou, 0) iD) wt nt 
military officer, whose name is wanting “| Sostauces aud objeets an Chilly OF wyaab | 
corn and other things were issued. The ney iin is imperfect, and the end weal iu 

PL XXV. No. 5682. Fraginent of quleaneeii~ stone. mseiibed with a Leeuitor denenipeier 


written iu a small and indistinct hand. the writing mach faded lt is an address or (toy 
apparently part of a literary composition. The paragraphs are marked off with red stoye It 
commences, “ Say to your children.” 

No. 5674. Fragment of caleareous stone, inseribed with a hieratic iseription, wa sisal 


indistinct hand. The subjeet appears to be part of a letter of addvess 


No. 5673. Fragment of calcareous stone, inscribed wath a hieratic inscription, written ita 


sinall and indistinct hand, resembling demotic. 


No. 5676. Fragment of calearcous stone, inscribed with a demotic inscription. It appears 


to be a memorandum or reccipt bearing a date. 


Pl. NXVI. No. 5656, a, Fragment of calcareous stone, inscribed with a hicratic inscription, 
written in a fair handwriting, and only slightly indistinct in parts. It is an address or hymn to 


the god Amen-Ra, in various capacities. 


PL XXVH. No. 5671. a. Fragment of calcarcous stone, inscribed with a demotic inscrip- 


tion, written in a bold and fine hand. It is probably a letter or memorandum. 


Pl. XAVITL No. 5639, a, Fragment of calcareous stone, mscribed with a hiecratic 
inscription, Im a neat and distinct handwriting. It consists of a lst or inventory of food 
and other articles issued by certain females for the service of the gods Horus, Thoth, Athor, 
and Mut. It is of the period of the isth dynasty, the name of one of the hings (Amenhotep 


or Amenophis) being mentioned in it. 


Pl. XXIX. No. 138. Tablet of calcareous stone, on which a hieratie inscription is engraved 
in outline, the characters of which have been painted bluc. It is dated on the 6th day 
of the month Choiak, of the 11th year of the reign of Amenophis III., of the 1sth dynasty. 
and relates to the endowment of tbe Temple of Kark. by the royal scribe Amenbotcp, 
surnamed Hui. It invokes imprecations on any of the successors of Amenhotep who 
shall infrmge on the rights or revenues of the Temple, or neglect his duty towards it, by 
employing the slaves belonging to it, or by appropriating the produce assigned for its 
support; invoking blessings, on the other hand, on those who conform to the regulations. 
An account of this tablet has been already given in Melanges Egyptologiques of M, Chabas, 
svo, Chalon, 1864, pp. 322—343. 

S. BIRCH. 


Britis: Museum, 
Sept. 1868. 
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